
Upcoming Events 

September/October 2013 
 

Orange County AgriLife 
Newsletter 

 Oct 5: Backyard Basics: Canning Jams 
& Jellies, 9:00 am, Orange County 
Convention and Expo Center in the 
Extension Office. 

 Oct 10 & 17:  Certified Food Managers 
Course, Orange County Convention 
and Expo Center in the Extension   
Office,  9 am—4 pm 

 Oct 12: Backyard Basics: Bee Keeping, 
9:00 am, Orange County Convention 
and Expo Center in the Extension   
Office. 

 Oct 22, 29, Nov 5, 12:  Green Thumb 
Series:  Fruit & Nut Production, 
***CEU’s Offered***, Orange County 
Convention and Expo Center in the 
Extension   Office, 6:00 pm 

 Oct 29:   Southeast Texas Beef        
Symposium, Trinity Valley Expo Cen-
ter, 321 Wallisville Rd, Liberty, TX, 
***CEU’s Offered***, 1:00 pm 

 Texas Master Gardeners: 2nd     
Thursday of each month; 6:00 pm @ 
The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club
-Open to Public 

 Texas Master Naturalist: On even 
months the meeting is on the 3rd 
Thursday, 6:30 pm, Open to Public, 

 

Enter the front door and we are through  
the door on the right!! 

The Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Office 

Is moving to 11475 FM 1442 
In the Orange County 

Convention and Expo Center! 

See Page 4 for more details!! 
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Provisions from the American Disability Act will be considered when planning educational programs and activities. Please notify the 
Orange County Extension Office 5 days prior to event at 409-882-7010 if you plan on attending an Extension educational program 
and need specialized service. Educational program serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex,      
religion, disability, political beliefs or national origin. The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, the U.S. Department of               
Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. 

Orange County AgriLife Newsletter 

 In Texas you must meet the following requirements in order to vote: 
 You must be a citizen of the United States 
 You must be a resident of Texas, of the county, of the municipality, and of any other political subdivision covered 

by an election. 
 You must be at least 18 years of age on the day of the election. 
 You must be registered to vote (as of 30 days before the election). 
 You must not have been determined, by final judgment, to be mentally incapacitated. 
 You must not have been convicted of a felony unless fully discharged or pardoned. 
 How do you register to vote?  You may register to vote by completing a “Voter Registration Application” form.  
These are from your county voter registrar, the Texas Secretary of State’s office, libraries, many post offices, and high 
schools.  You may also register to vote when you apply for or renew a driver’s license.  There is no tax or fee to be paid 
and no test to pass.  In Texas, the application is printed in both English and Spanish.  Upon receiving a voter          
registration application, the county voter registrar will determine whether the applicant is qualified to vote.  If the   
applicant is qualified, he or she will be mailed a voter registration certificate within 30 days from the date the county 
voter registrar receives the application.  So if you want to vote in an upcoming election, you must register more than 
30 days before the election. 
 If you move to a new address, even within the county, you need to update your registration.  If you  move to 
another county, you should re-register in the new county.  Each voter is assigned to a precinct based on their place of 
residence.  You will need to know your precinct number (which is on your voter registration card) in order to know 
where to vote. 

Elections and Voting: 
In a republic, final power rests with the people.  One 
way citizens elect officials to make and administer laws 
and perform essential duties of the government.  Most 
citizens of the Unites States have two Political rights:  
the right to vote and the right to be elected to office. 

Big Lots Parking Lot 
MacArthur Drive 

Orange, TX 

Wednesday 
3:00 pm—6:00 pm 

Saturday 
7:00 am—10:00 am 

If you have any 
questions call 
Jean Fregia 

409-670-6121 

Tuesday 
3:00 pm 
Saturday 
8:00 am 

2772 Hwy 12 
Vidor, TX 

If you have any 
questions call  
409-422-4184 
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Backyard Basics programs         
support healthy living through 
home-based food production,    
preparation and preservation.  

October 5, 2013 
$20 

Saturday 
9:00 am 

Orange County    
Convention and 
Expo Center 

11475 FM 1442 
Orange, TX 

Please call the Texas A&M 
Extension Office at      

409-882-7010 if you are 
interested so we can plan 
for the class materials. 

October 12, 2013 
FREE!!! 

Saturday 
9:00 am 
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Marie Kenney, BSA,  County Extension Agent 4-H/Youth Development 
makenney@ag.tamu.edu  409-882-7010 

Time to Enroll for the 2013-2014 Year 

The new year enrollment begins with the “early bird” registration on August 15—October 31. During the ‘early bird’ 

registration the enrollment fee is $20 per child and after October 31 the fee will be $25 per child. There is no enrollment 

fee for Clover kids age 5-8.  Minimum age requirement for enrollment is 8 years of age and in the 3rd grade by August 

31, 2013. 

Enrollment is done on 4-H Connect website https://texas.4honline.com/Login 

RETURNING Members/Families—PLEASE DO NOT set up a new account. Go to your existing account and update. 

NEW Members/Families– Please follow the steps on 4-H Connect to enroll. 

Adult volunteers will also complete their enrollment with their child on the same account. Adult Volunteer enrollment is 

$10 per adult for the background screening. Any adult who will be helping with the 4-H children 

in any way must complete the Volunteers form. 

If you do not have access to a computer to enroll, NO PROBLEM. Your club manager and the 4-H 

office has the enrollment forms available for you to complete. You will turn in your form along 

with your payment  made out to Orange County 4-H, to your club manager. The 4-H office will 

complete your enrollment on 4-H Connect. 

No member/family will be turned away from joining 4-H due to finances. Scholarships are available. 

Any question, please feel free to contact the 4-H office 409-882-7010. We are here to help. 
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If you plan to show an animal or participate in a Major Livestock 
Show or State Fair Livestock Show, you must have a quality counts 
number. 

Some 4-H members who have taken the Junior Verification Exam 
are expiring this summer and will be classified as a Senior. You will 
need to take the Senior Exam in order to stay verified through 
Quality Counts. 

http://qualitycounts.tamu.edu 
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 4-H NEWS 
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4-H Food Challenge 
The 4-H Food Challenge is a contest that allows 4-H members to demonstrate their culinary 

knowledge and skills. From a set of predetermined ingredients provided, teams of 3 to 5 4-H members must 
develop a recipe and prepare the dish within 40 minutes. Teams then make a presentation to a judging panel, 
explaining the preparation steps, serving size, food safety concerns, nutrition value and cost of the dish. 

Let your club manager know if you are interested in the food 
challenge or contact the 4-H office. 

4-H Food Show 
The 2013-2014 Food Show will have new categories and a 
theme. The categories are: Protein, Fruits & Vegetables, Grains 
& Dairy. The theme will be budget wise recipes. The 4-H Food 
Show gives youth the opportunity for educational and personal 
development and recognizes members who excel in the 4-H  Food and Nutrition Projects. The Food show is 
an individual contest in which a 4-H member prepares a dish in one of the contest categories and presents it 

to a panel of judges. During the presentation and interview with the judges, 4-H members exhibit 
the knowledge and skills gained through the 4-H Food and Nutrition Project, such as preparation 
steps, nutrients found in the dish, the functions of various ingredients, personal dietary needs, 
healthy  substitutions, and cost analysis. 

Let your club manager know if you are interested in the food challenge or contact the 4-H office. 

The Texas 4-H Photography Contest encourages self-expression 
and allows youth to demonstrate skills learned in the area of 
photography, including the use of photographic equipment and 
process of photographs. 

The Objectives include: 

 To develop life skills in composition, light, story line, 
 posing, and awareness. 

 To encourage 4-H members to use photography as a 
 meaningful communications tool in their lives. 

 To provide photography project showcase opportunity 
 for senior 4-H members. 

 To continue to share the message of 4-H 

 To utilize photographs which can promote and strengthen the 4-H program. 

Let your club manager know if you are interested in photography or contact the 4-H office. 
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Fruit Kabobs & 
Yogurt Dip 

Ingredients: 
 4 cups fresh, frozen, or canned fruit in 

natural juice (apple, bananas, cantaloupe, 
cherries, grapes, honeydew melon,  
peaches, pineapple, strawberries,          
watermelon) 

 8 ounces yogurt, plain or vanilla (low fat) 
 2 tablespoons frozen orange juice         

concentrate 
 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon 
 

Equipment: 
 Knives 
 Cutting boards 
 Toothpicks or skewers 
 Mixing spoons 
 Measuring spoons 
 Mixing bowls 
 

Directions: 
1. Clean fresh fruits and remove seeds, pits, 

etc. 
2. Cut fruit into 1/2 inch squares or use a 

melon baller 
3. Arrange fruits attractively on a platter 
4. Choose at least five pieces of fruit and 

place on skewer or toothpicks (may need 
more than one) 

5. Mix yogurt, orange juice and cinnamon  
6. Serve one fruit kabob with 1 ounce of    

yogurt dip. 

Adventures in Art 
Add vibrant color to everything in your life! 

Chemical Balloon: 
Materials: 
 Clean soda or juice bottle (glass) 
 1 balloon 
 Small funnel 
 Vinegar 
 Baking soda 

Directions: 
Use the funnel to pour 2 tablespoons of baking soda 
into the bottle.  Now pour in roughly 1/3 cup of vinegar.  
Put the balloon over the mouth of the bottle fast!  Swirl 
the bottle just a bit to get things started.  Vinegar mixed 
with baking soda produces CO2 (carbon dioxide gas), 
which fills the balloon. 
 

Wave Maker: 
Materials: 
 Clear plastic soda or water bottle (2-liter works 

best) 
 Small funnel 
 Food coloring (2 different colors) 
 Vegetable oil 
 Water 
 Electrical tape 
 Glitter (optional) 

Directions: 
Use the funnel to fill the bottle half way full with water.  
Add 3-4 drops of each color of food coloring.  Add a 
few pinches of glitter (optional).  Use the funnel to fill 
the rest of the bottle with vegetable oil.  Screw the cap 
on AS TIGHT AS POSSIBLE.  Wrap the cap with    
electrical tape to prevent small leaks.  Gently rock and 
tilt the bottle from side to side to create waves! 
 
***Excerpt from the book “The Five Minute  
 Parent” by Deborah Shelton 
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Taco Pizza 
Ingredients: 
 1 lb. ground beef 
 1 envelope taco seasoning mix 
 2 (8 oz.) cans Pillsbury crescent rolls 
 1 (16 oz.) can refried beans (I used the jalapeño kind) 
 2-3 cups shredded cheddar cheese or Mexican blend 
 1/2 cup chopped tomatoes 
 1/4 cup sliced black olives 
 4 green onions, chopped 
Directions: 
1. Heat oven to 375 degrees. 
2. Brown ground beef and drain. Add taco seasoning to the 

ground beef according to the package directions. 
3. Unroll crescent rolls into rectangles. Place in ungreased 

11 1/2 inch x 16 1/2 inch jelly roll pan or cookie sheet. 
Press dough over the bottom and 1/2 inch up sides to 
form crust. Bake at 375 oven for 11 to 13 minutes or just 
until golden brown. 

4. Microwave beans in a microwave safe bowl for 1 minute. 
Carefully spread beans over warm crust creating a thin 
layer. 

5. Top with cooked beef mixture, sprinkle with cheese fol-
lowed by tomatoes, black olives and green onion. Return 
to oven for 3-6 more minutes until cheese is melted. 
Serve immediately. Makes 12 main dish servings or 48 
appetizers. 

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION 
11867 Hwy 62 North 
Or 
PO BOX 367 
Orange, TX 77631 
Phone: 409-882-7010 
E-mail: orange-tx@tamu.edu 

IN THE SEPTEMBER/
OCTOBER ISSUE: 

 
 Upcoming Events 
 Farmers’ Markets in Orange County 
 Keys to the Courthouse 
 Green Thumb Series:  Fruit & Nut 

Production 
 Backyard Basics Classes in October 
 
 4-H News: Pages 5—12 
 
 Certified Food Managers Classes 
 The 5 Minute Parent:  Fun and fast 

activities for you and your little ones. 
 Nutritious Snacks for Kids!! 


